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A nimas Hall is the newest r esidence hall at For t Lewis  

 College (FLC) and combines lear ning and living 

through its Faculty in Residence Pr ogram. It fosters a 

heightened sense of intellectual curiosity as well as pr oviding 

a unique dynamic in the residential community by bringing 

the student-teacher relationship outside the classr oom and 

into the living envir onment.  Both infor mal interactions 

between faculty and students and engaging purposeful 

pr ograms will foster dialogue covering broad topical ar eas 

such as education, social r esponsibility, civic engagement and 

personal gr owth.

Durango, located in southwester n Colorado between the 

San Juan Range of the Rocky Mountains and the high 

deser t, is at 6,513 feet in elevation and has a four-season 

climate. FLC is located on College Mesa appr oximately 300 

feet above Durango’s downtown. Animas Hall is a three 

story building with 37 student suites as well as a public 

ar ea on the gr ound floor containing a multi-use classr oom, 

warming kitchen, r eception ar ea, computing r oom, and 

lounge. Each suite featur es 4 single occupancy bedr ooms 

with a common shower and toilet r oom, living r oom, and 

snack ar ea. In addition, 2 faculty/staf f apar tments ar e 
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• 	 ��������•  Occupancy sensors ar e employed throughout the building including public and common ar eas (classr oom, lounges, 

quiet study ar eas, cor ridors, laundry rooms, public restr ooms) and back of house ar eas (custodial closets and storage r ooms). 

Light fixtur es consume 1.0 watts per squar e foot in the residential units and 1.1 watts per squar e foot in public spaces to 

efficiently meet the lighting needs of the building. 

• 	 ��••�

������•� Employed as a quality-contr ol pr ocess to ensur e the fundamental building systems were planned, installed, 

and calibrated to operate as intended by the design team for FLC’s long ter m benefit.

• 	 �����������•�����•� Triple-glazed windows, fixed shading devices, wood framing, and insulation in spaces below the metal 

r oof were used to impr ove the building’s envelope and set a path for long-ter m energy efficiency.

• 	 ‚��������ƒ���������������������������������„‚ƒ��…•  Conditioned with a high efficiency hydronic boiler, convectors, and 

cabinet unit heaters. Air handling units pr ovide heating and cooling for the common ar eas and a make up air unit pr ovides 

ventilation for the building. Residential units ar e not air conditioned and have natural ventilation. The building is contr olled 

by a campus wide building automation system.

• 	 †�����
����•  Seventy percent of the building’s conventional electricity fr om fossil fuel sources is of fset with renewable 

sources through the purchase of Gr een-e cer tified Renewable Energy Cer tificates for two years. Doubling the requir ed 35% 

of fset ear ned an innovation credit for the pr oject.
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• 	 ���������‡��•�����•  Easily accessible containers and separate storage ar eas serve the recycling needs of the entir e building, 

allowing for the recycling of the following materials: paper, cor r ugated cardboar d, glass, plastics, and metals.

• 	 ‡��
�����������
•  Physical Plant Services maintains an ar ea of campus for stockpiling of topsoil, str uctural fill material, 

and boulders r emoved fr om other pr ojects. Animas Hall utilized all 3 of these pr oducts, which saved the pr oject money and 

r educed the envir onmental impact of transpor ting new materials to the site.

• 	 ‡��•���������������������
•� To r educe the impacts fr om the extraction and pr ocessing of virgin materials and suppor t 

closing the loop for r ecycling, r ecycled content materials included: fly ash in concrete, r einforcing steel, str uctural steel, sound 

bar rier boar d, Corian sur faces, insulation, metal wall panels, sheet metal r oofing, acoustical ceiling tile, metal doors and frames, 

aluminum stor efr ont and cur tainwall, metal framing, gypsum boar d, carpet tile, door hardware, and linoleum.

• 	 ‡��������•��ˆ����������������
•� To r educe transpor tation impacts and suppor t r egional businesses, r egionally extracted 

materials (those manufactur ed and whose raw materials ar e extracted within a 500-mile radius of the jobsite) included: 

concrete, stone masonry, reinforcing steel, blue-stain pine, gypsum boar d, insulation, pipe bedding, and matur e tr ees moved 

fr om the Student Union Addition site.

• 	 ���
���������­�
���������•���•� Successful waste management pr ogram diver ted mor e than 87.63 percent of the 

constr uction waste fr om landfills. Salvaged or r ecycled materials included concrete, wood, cardboar d, metal, copper wiring, 

aluminum cans, plastic bottles, gypsum boar d, and asphalt.
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• 	 Constr uction Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Management Plan: To help sustain the comfor t and well-being of constr uction 

workers and building occupants, the constr uction team implemented a combination of housekeeping, HVAC protection, 

source contr ol, moistur e contr ol, and scheduling measur es.

• 	 ���‰�•���������������
�Š��� �‹•� Low-toxicity building pr oducts such as adhesives and sealants, paints and coatings, 

carpeting, and composite wood pr oducts were used to r educe the quantity of indoor air contaminants. 

• 	 
�����������������������•  Entryway systems installed at each exterior entry point will be maintained on a r egular basis. Ar eas 

with chemical use (custodial closets) ar e physically separated fr om other spaces and have appr opriate ventilation. 

• 	 �������������•� Air quality is enhanced by use of per manent air filters with air cleaning efficiencies above nor mal market 

installations. 

• 	 ���������•����•��Š��•
��•
•� One hundr ed percent of the individual workstations have individual lighting and ther mal 

contr ols. All shared multi-occupant spaces have contr ollable lighting and ther mal comfor t systems.

• 	 ƒ���
•  Over 99 percent of the regularly occupied space has a dir ect line of sight to the outdoors. 
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• 	 †�����������������������•� Animas Hall will educate its r esidents and the public about sustainable design and the 

impacts of buildings on the envir onment. In addition to case studies like this one, a guided tour has been completed 

and a compr ehensive signage pr ogram is in development.

• 	 �����•�����������•���•  All appliances and home electr onics pr ovided for the student suites (mini r efrigerators 

and TVs), faculty/staf f apar tments (refrigerators, clothes washers, dishwashers, and TVs), warming kitchen 

(refrigerator and dishwasher), and lounges (TVs) ar e Energy Star rated. A new computer and printer purchased for 

the Front Desk and a new printer purchased for the Student Resource Room ar e also Energy Star rated. Reused 

electr onics equipment will eventually be replaced with Energy Star rated pr oducts through FLC’s campus technology 

refr eshment cycle.

• 	 ���	������������
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•  Several principal par ticipants of the pr oject team have successfully completed one 

of the LEED Accredited Pr ofessional exams.

Aw 
 r � s �
 n �� Honors

Animas Hall ear ned LEED Gold (41 points) in April 2010, making it the first building on For t Lewis College’s campus to 

ear n LEED cer tification.


